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Citizens Speak out on Mayor Marks



Citizens speak out about Mayor Marks in a 
survey conducted April 1, 2011

• 88% of voters believe Mayor Marks should be fined 
based on the favorable vote he cast in September on a 
project involving Alliance for Digital Equality, a firm 
from which he had received $86,000 in consulting fees. 

• A plurality* of citizens (46%) believe that Mayor Marks 
should step down from office based on this issue.

• Only 12% of citizens trust our local officials to act in all 
cases with integrity based on the fact that Mayor 
Marks, and commissioners DePuy, Proctor and Thaell 
have all faced ethics charges in the past few years.

*A plurality is the largest single response, yet it does not exceed 50%.



Information given to citizens in the survey prior 
to the questions being presented*

• Under Florida Statute 112.313, it is illegal for public officials to work for 
any entity doing business with the agency or board on which they serve.  
Officials found guilty can be removed from office, fined, and reprimanded.

• On September 15, 2010, City of Tallahassee Mayor John Marks voted to 
allow the City’s participation in Broadband Technology Opportunity 
Program (BTOP).  The project totaled $1.6 million with hundreds of 
thousands of these funds coming from Alliance for Digital Equality.  From 
2007 through October 2010, Mayor Marks was paid $86,000 by Alliance 
for Digital Equality and its sister organization, Partners for Digital Equality.

• Mayor Marks said, “Let me make this clear – I made a mistake.  I should 
have abstained from the City Commission vote on September 15.”  Marks 
added that his vote was “just an over exuberance, if you will” about the 
technology initiative.

*This information was borrowed heavily from a Tallahassee Democrat story on this issue.



Do you believe that Mayor Marks should step 
down as Mayor because of this ethics violation?

46%

41%

13%

Yes, he should step down

No, he should stay in office

Not sure



Do you think Mayor Marks should be 
fined for this ethics violation?

88%

5%

7%

Yes

No

Not sure



In the past several years, Commissioners Thaell, DePuy, Proctor, and now 
Mayor Marks have been charged with ethics violations.  In addition, there was 

a serious controversy over the City Commission voting itself deferred 
compensation, a decision the Commission later reversed under public 

scrutiny.  Do you trust our local officials to act in all cases with integrity? 

12%

70%

18%

Yes

No

Not sure


